Disappearance of abnormal Q waves after aortocoronary bypass surgery.
Sixty-one patients were selected from 100 consecutive patients under-going aortocoronary artery bypass. The number of vessels diseased as defined by coronary arteriography and the number of bypass grafts were recorded. Review of the preoperative electrocardiograms showed an infarct pattern in 26 of the 61 patients and analysis of the postoperative electrocardiograms revealed loss of abnormal Q waves in 3 of the 26. The pre- and postoperative clinical course of these three patients is analyzed and the extent of their coronary artery disease and number of bypass grafts compared with those of the 23 patients who had persistence of the infarction pattern and the 17 patients who manifested new Q waves. Possible explanations for the disappearance of abnormal Q waves are discussed.